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Get the best Twitter following

Having influential Twitter contacts is a great way to find out the latest news, advice and developments in your field. Find out the best ways to win friends and influence people through social networking.

There’s a wealth of information out there and people in the charity sector are always willing to help each other out.

So, for example, if you’re interested in fundraising, following the best charity fundraising experts on Twitter is one of the most effective ways of learning all about the subject.

These Twitterati will be sharing links to reports, articles and knowledge they come across along. They’ll also be imparting their own take on what they think about them.

And if they return the compliment, and follow you, your tweets will get be seen by their audience, thereby greatly enhancing your professional standing and the awareness of your charity.

How to find the right people
One way is to look at the number of followers someone has. It doesn’t always correlate to their influence, but it is a start at knowing how many people are listening to them. The follower list itself can also furnish you with a ready-made bank of people for you to target and follow.

Wefollow allows Twitter users to tag themselves with the categories they fit in.

Tools such as Mr Tweet will also suggest people for you to follow, based on shared interests and followers, and Twitter will also ffer up its own suggestions in a sidebar on your homepage.

You can search these tags to find the influential users within that topic. You can also change tabs on the results and see the users with the most followers, as you will find that sometimes the most followers does not equal the most influence.

And if that doesn’t produce results you can always try searching for and following hastags on subjects, for example #mentalhealth to see who’s tweeting on the topic.

Connecting with the right people
Once you’ve discovered who’s influential, the first step is obviously to follow them. If they automatically follow you, then all’s well. But if that reciprocity isn’t forthcoming, they are a few ways you can get their attention.

Many influential twitterers are also bloggers. Read theirs and interact with it by commenting on it. And make sure you leave your Twitter handle (@name) on the comment, so they know you’re on Twitter.

Often Twitterers will ask questions to their followers. By using Twitter lists you can easily keep an eye on their feeds to see if you can answer them with a link or even in 140 characters.

And finally, just remember to engage and interact. Just like the real world, people are more likely to talk to you and remember you if you engage them in relevant conversation. You’ll soon find that it becomes an enjoyable process – and one that could see you in contact with key players in your sector.
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